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                THE FARNHAM SOCIETY 
          13 Osborn Road, 
          Farnham, 
          Surrey, 

GU9 9QT 
 
Waverley Borough Council       7 June 2018 
Planning Department 
The Burys 
Godalming  
Surrey 
GU7 1HR 

 
Dear Sirs 
 

WA/2018/0797, Land at Springfield, 30 Frensham Vale, Lower Bourne 

Erection of 2 dwellings and a detached garage along with associated 

landscaping 

 
The Farnham Society Planning Committee has considered this application and wish to 

comment and strongly object on the following basis: 

1. The Farnham Design Statement 2010, which has adopted supplementary planning 

document status, states in the Design Guidelines for Bourne: 
 

New development should reflect the special character of the Bourne. Design 

should respect and be sympathetic to the immediate architectural 

surroundings in terms of pattern, scale, material and form. 
 

Subdivision of plots, in area covered by policy BE3 (Local Plan 2002) is 

unacceptable, where it would cause harm to the semi-rural character of the 

area. 
 

The topography of the area should be carefully studied, before permission for 

new development is granted. Hills and consequent issues of drainage and 

overlooking must be viewed from all angles, to avoid inappropriate 

development on sensitive sites. 

The proposals involve the subdivision of the plot and adversely affect the semi-rural 

character of the area, (but see specific points later in the letter.) 

2. The site is outside the Farnham Neighbourhood Plan 2017 Built-up Area 

Boundary. 

3. Policy FNP1 of the Farnham Neighbourhood Plan 2017, states that: 
 

New development in accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan will be 

permitted where it: 

a] is designed to a high quality which responds to the heritage and distinctive 

character of the individual area in Farnham in which it is located by way of: 

i. height, scale, density, layout, orientation, design and materials of 

buildings 

ii boundary treatment 
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iii the scale, design and materials of the public realm. 
 

The proposals do not comply with these requirements. 

Policy FNP1 Subparagraph f] states: 
 

Development will not be acceptable where it is at risk of flooding itself or 

result in any increased risk of flooding elsewhere.  
 

The area of the site proposed for development is within Flood Zone 2 and 3, so 

unacceptable for development.  
   

   
 

Policy FNP10 states: 
 

Outside of the Built Up Area Boundary, as defined on Map A, priority will be 
given to protecting the countryside from inappropriate development. A 
proposal for development will only be permitted where it would: 
a] be in accordance with Policies FNP16, FNP17 and FNP20 in the 
Neighbourhood Plan or other relevant planning policies applying to the area, 
b] Protect the Green Belt 
 

The proposals conflict with this policy. 

4. The proposals are contrary to the 2002 Local Plan policies D1 and D4. 

Policy D1 states: 
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The proposals would result in harm to the character of the area and loss of 

general amenity. 

 

Policy D4 states: 

 
 

The site is within the South Farnham Area of Special Environmental Quality BE3 and 

the site has significant value locally. The subdivision of this site or plot is ‘garden 

grabbing’ of the highest order and should not be permitted. 

Policy BE3 states: 
 

New development for housing will not be allowed within the areas of South 

Farnham ….. if the Council believe that the development would :- 

 Lead to an erosion of its semi-rural character 

 Be out of keeping with the scale, pattern and density of the 

surrounding development 
 

We believe it would lead to erosion of the semi-rural character and be out of 

keeping. 
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5. Views expressed by previous planning officers based on published appeal decisions 

support the refusal of this site for development. Common sense, existing and 

proposed policy indicate that development of this site is unacceptable.  

6. The applicants have been manipulating the planning system for several years in an 

attempt to obtain planning permission for the development of this site.  

 
We confirm that we feel that the adverse impact to the site and neighbourhood outweigh the 

benefit so strongly object to this application. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
David Howell 
On behalf of THE FARNHAM SOCIETY Planning Committee 


